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A DECISION AND A PRECEDENT 
A RECENT court decision in the 


case of the Consolidated Book 
Publishers, inc. vs. the Federal Trade 
Commission gives hope that the road 
toward the abolition of an old scheme 
for the deception of the public is now 
open. ‘The publication in question, the 
Times encyclopedia, was reviewed in the 
Subscription Books Bulletin, July 1930. 
Our readers are familiar with the prac- 
tice of representing that books are being 
given away to prominent citizens and of 
using this device to promote the sale of 


sets that otherwise could probably not 
be sold on their merits. The Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin has warned its 
readers against publications marketed 
by such means, as well as against pro- 
ductions of those firms that misrepresent 
through advertising and salesmanship 
the quality and content of their pub- 
lications. 

The concern in question—Consoli- 
dated Book Publishers, inc.—petitioned 
the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals to set aside an order of the 
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Federal Trade Commission banning such 
practice, and the resulting opinion clearly 
presents the points on which a court 
ruling has so long been needed. ‘The 
decision is significant because it estab- 
lishes a precedent that will enable the 
Federal Trade Commission to proceed 
with greater assurance of success against 
violators of good business practice. 

We quote in part from the splendid, 
clear-cut decision handed down by Judge 
Sparks: 

“The question presented to us is 
whether or not the facts and the law 
warranted the Federal Trade Commis- 
sion in making the ‘cease and desist’ 
order. We think the Commission acted 
within the scope of its authority, and 
was abundantly justified by the facts. A 
close analysis of the contract convinces 
us that it was drawn by experienced 
hands and with the obvious intention of 
perpetrating a fraud upon the subscrib- 
ing public. A mind trained in the law 
might well conclude that few rights, and 
less benefit, moved to the subscriber by 
virtue of the contract, and that under a 
technical construction of it no gift was 
intended. But the general public, not 
skilled in legal construction, upon read- 
ing the lead letter and contract would 
very naturally conclude that the books 
constituted a gift, and in our judgment 
this is what petitioner wanted them to 
think. This is essentially true, for if all 
the facts were known to subscriber, he, 
if only of ordinary intelligence, in all 
probability would have declined the 
offer because the cyclopedia was neither 
new, up to date, nor accurate. It is quite 
obvious that it would not sell on its 
merits. 


“A fair construction of the lead letter 
is that petitioner was distributing, as 
an advertising medium, a few sets in 
each community free to certain influen- 
tial people, in consideration of their act- 
ing as local references to other unpre- 
ferred subscribers; and that, on account 
of his standing in his community, a free 
set was being held by petitioner for the 
person receiving such letter. This view 
is confirmed by the fact that the letter 
asks the receiver of it to treat it as 
personal and confidential. ‘This was 
quite an unnecessary statement if peti- 
tioner was in good faith, for it no doubt 
would have permitted any person to sign 
the contract... . 

“The order of the Commission is sup- 
ported by findings of fact, and the find- 
ings of fact are supported by substantial 
evidence. ... 

“The following propositions of law 
fully support the ruling: 

“False and misleading representations 
resulting in deception of the public are 
matters of public interest which the 
Commission has power to prevent... . 

“The Commission’s jurisdiction is not 
limited to practices which tend to create 
a monopoly, but embraces false and 
fraudulent advertising, misbranding, and 
other practices which result in deceiving 
the public. Such practices injure com- 
petitors who do not use them. . . . 

“The sale at the same time of a cyclo- 
pedia under two different names is an 
unfair method of competition. . . . 

“Practices opposed to good morals 
because characterized by deception, bad 
faith, fraud, and oppression are unfair 
methods of competition. ... 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Reviews 


American physicians and surgeons; 
a biographical directory of practicing 
members of the medical profession in 
the United States and Canada, in- 
cluding supplements in which are 
listed and classified the leading hos- 
pitals, sanitariums and health resorts 
of both countries; prepared by James 
Clark Fifield. lv. Minneapolis, Mid- 
west co., cl1931. $15.70; to libraries 
$9.70. 

A comprehensive, though by no means 
exhaustive, guide to active medical prac- 
titioners and institutions of high stand- 
ing. About 12,000 individuals are 
listed, the great majority of them special- 
ists. For each man are given dates of 
birth and licensing education, profes- 
sional training and connections, and 
address. For institutions are given date 
of organization, governing body, number 
of beds, rates and other facts to aid the 
inquirer in making a choice. The ar- 
rangement is geographical, with a tabu- 
lar classification of names according to 
specialties at the beginning of each 
biographical section for state or province. 
There is no general index of names, so 
that, while useful for its primary pur- 
pose as a guide, the work is difficult 
to use as a biographical dictionary. 

The publishers, in their preface, do 
not make entirely clear the method fol- 
lowed in compiling the list, nor what in- 
dividuals or organizations are responsible 
for the names included. Names of 
general practitioners form a disappoint- 
ingly small proportion of the whole, and 
equal thoroughness in collecting names 


does not seem to have been applied in all 

localities. 

It would not be fair to overstress 
omissions in a first edition, especially as 
the publishers admit them; neither 
would it be fair to users or to the pub- 
lishers not to remark on them. In spite 
of them, American physicians and sur- 
geons should serve as a very useful 
guide for doctors and laymen, especially 
if supplemented by information from 
responsible personal sources. It should 
be useful also as a biographical reference 
work for large libraries in a field where 
current biographical information is 
scarce, although for this purpose its value 
is limited by the lack of a general index 
of names, which makes it very difficult 
to locate an item if the subject’s address 
is unknown. 

Recommended to supplement the 
American medical directory. 

Authors digest, the world’s great 
stories in brief, prepared by a staff 
of literary experts, with the assistance 
of many living novelists; ed. by Ros- 
siter Johnson. 20v. and manual. 1 
East 42nd St., New York, Authors’ 
Press, c1908-c1927. illus., Buckram, 
$87.50. 

The general nature and scope of this 
work are fairly indicated by its title. 
The first eighteen volumes condense 
over 700 classic and standard novels to 
ten or a dozen pages each. Plots of 
epics, but not of plays or of short stories, 
are also included. Volume seventeen 
contains a title index. Volume eighteen 
of the 1927 edition digests thirty-three | 
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later novels of distinction; and a loose- 
leaf supplement (n. d.) adds eighteen 
more. ‘The abridgments are arranged 
alphabetically by author, and each is 
preceded by a short biographical and 
critical note. A dictionary of famous 
names found in fiction, drama, poetry, 
history and art, formed volume twenty 
of the first printing, but has been 
dropped from the present set. 

Volume nineteen is a dictionary of 
literary biography with a one-page sketch 
of each author represented. 

Volume twenty is devoted to myth- 
ology and folklore, arranged by race, 
with an analytical index. 

A Manual of Ready Reference by 
Marion Mills Miller accompanies the 
new impression. ‘This manual is ad- 
vertised as “so complete we believe that 
a boy or girl with its use could qualify 
as a librarian.” This committee does 
not agree with these hopeful words but 
nevertheless we find it a curious little 
volume useful to those making a survey 
of foreign fiction. It boils down to a 
brief paragraph each of the stories dealt 
with in the first eighteen volumes and 
refers the reader to the biographical 
sketch of the author in volume nineteen. 
It is supplied with indexes to authors, 
titles, proper names, places, and sub- 
jects. The last three indexes are not 
full enough to be dependable; that 
of proper names relates only to certain 
historical characters appearing in the 
novels digested; that of places is 
limited to countries and large subjects 
and is so brief and general as to seem 
hardly worth while. Some of the head- 
ings in the subject index are curiously 
chosen and subdivided, for example, 


Girl, _ self-sacrificing; Father, _ self- 
sacrificing; Heiress, suspicious; Idler, 
attractive; Man, selfish; and Working 
girl, noble born. Although issued for 
the 1927 printing, this index refers oc- 
casionally to the volume of famous 
names which has been dropped from the 
present set. 

Some of our readers may be interested 
in an amusing editorial on this set, en- 
titled “(Compressed Masterpieces,” in the 
Saturday Review of Literature, April 
11, 1931, and a reply to it by John 
Erskine in the issue for April 25. 

When Dr. Rossiter Johnson organized 
and became the first editor of the 
Authors Digest published by the Au- 
thors’ Press of New York and Chicago it 
had no connection with the Authors’ 
Club. Later, to remedy the confusion 
which had resulted from the similarity of 
names, the president of the Authors’ 
Press asked the Authors’ Club to select 
books for the Digest and superintend the 
digesting. The Authors’ Press, however, 
is the publisher of the work, responsible 
for its business arrangements and for its 
advertising. 

The digests of contemporary books, 
prepared by the editorial committee of 
the Authors’ Club, are planned for a ten 
year extension service, twelve new books 
to be submitted and edited each year 
by Dr. Erskine, George S. Hellman, 
Montrose J. Moses, and Harold T. 
Pulsifer. 

In attempting to estimate the prob- 
able value to a library of a work of this 
type, one must remember that such con- 
densations are neither literature nor a 
substitute for it. On the other hand 
they do have a certain factual value 
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for instructors who are brushing up old 
lectures, librarians who must be familiar 
with many books which they cannot 
take time to read, movie fans who 
want the gist of a plot, members of 
women’s clubs, and university students 
in certain types of survey courses. They 
may be occasionally a stimulus to further 
reading. While the lover of literature 
is likely to deprecate the canned classic, 
he is obliged to admit that it has a legiti- 
mate, though limited, use for certain 
purposes. 

The stubborn difficulty which the 
library encounters is that high school 
and college students like to substitute 
such material for their required read- 
ing. Rigid restriction is necessary if 
such questionable use is to be prevented, 
and is required in any case to protect 
the set from being mutilated. Some li- 
braries deny this set to students unless 
they can show a signed permit from a 
teacher. 

Useful as noted above but not recom- 
mended for general purchase. 

Birds and trees of North America, 
by Rex Brasher. 12 v. Kent, Conn., 
Rex Brasher Associates, 1930. $2400. 
This set is the most monumental of 

its kind since Audubon’s Birds of 

America. It is in many ways a parallel 

achievement. Both artists spent most of 

a lifetime on a “labor of love,” de- 

lineating, as far as possible, a scientific 

and an artistic picture of the birds of 
this country. Like Audubon, Mr. 

Brasher must now work months, and 

possibly years, to get these volumes into 

institutions of learning and into the 
hands of scientists and book and nature 
lovers. 


»s 


The modern artist had an advantage 
over Audubon in the greatly superior 
travel facilities of today and in the great 
wealth of scientific data available. 
Where, in many cases, Audubon had 
to spend weeks or months in the field to 
get the only first-hand information on a 
bird, it was possible for Mr. Brasher 
to consult the bird skin collections in 
our natural history museums to verify 
most of his data. 

On the other hand, this work includes 
the twelve hundred species (and sub- 
species) represented today in the check 
list of the American Ornithologists’ 
Union, as compared with only 489 
species known to Audubon. For this 
reason alone, the set is more important 
scientifically than Audubon’s. There 
are nine hundred plates, each showing 
from one to several birds, including 
usually the male and female, sometimes 
with figures showing juvenile and eclipse 
plumages, and often also those of related 
species. Most of the plates include, as 
part of the foreground, the illustration 
of a shrub or tree in blossom or fruit. 
A large proportion of our native trees 
and shrubs are thus portrayed. ‘There 
is a short, intimate note by the artist 
about each variety of birds. 

The volumes are thirteen inches high 
by eighteen inches wide and slightly 
over two inches thick, bound in three 
quarter brown ooze leather, with heavy 
art board sides. The plates are mounted 
on heavy cloth guards and are remov- 
able. This allows for replacement of 
damaged plates or for removal for ex- 
hibition purposes. 

An inquiry as to reproduction methods 
brought this information from the artist: 
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“Originals were executed with brush 
and pen—the scutellation, bills, eyes, 
etc., put in with pen and made extra 
sharp to allow for reproduction. Key 
plates made by a special process on 100 
per cent rag paper and coloring of birds 
done by Rex Brasher with hair and air 
brush (assistants doing the non-arbitrary 
colors). Coloring by hand gives more 
perfect results than four-color process 
and permits use of permanent paper, 
which process work does not.” 

Some ornithologists think the artist’s 
lack of biological field work lessens the 
scientific value of the plates. The bird 
drawings are exact in proportion and 
markings and colors are probably as 
true as it is possible to get them today. 
These portraits of birds and trees are 
primarily biological in intention. ‘The 
minute details necessary to accurate 
picturing of so many species must result 
in a certain stiffness and lack of balance 
with the background when such pictures 
are judged from a purely artistic aspect; 
but with this reservation these reproduc- 
tions of paintings may be recommended 
also for their beauty. They show variety 
of treatment, harmony of color, fine 
taste in design, and are well worth 
while for their artistry alone. 

The three volumes containing the 
game birds, four, five, and six of the set, 
are sold separately at $250 a volume. 

Here is a set which some wealthy 
patron might well present to a large 
library. The edition is limited to one 
hundred copies. We hope that less ex- 
pensive reproductions of these beautiful 
plates can be made for the many libraries 
that cannot afford this set. 

Recommended. 
































Book of knowledge, the children’s 
encyclopaedia; ed. by Holland 
Thompson and Arthur Mee, with an 
introduction by John H. Finley. 
20v. New York, The Grolier So- 
ciety, 4th ed. rev., cl931. Cloth 
$69.90; libraries and schools $62.90. 
The first edition was set up, plated 

and printed in Boston, for the Grolier 

Society in 1911, based on a work en- 

titled The children’s encyclopedia, pub- 

lished in sections in England. ‘This 
work has undergone many revisions and 
has been Americanized. Its publishers 
have no connection with the original 
publishers. The present edition, the 
fourth, was completely revised in 1926, 
and in 1931 underwent many changes 
to include latest figures in population, 
recent information on scientific subjects, 
newest facts reported in geography and 
discovery, besides many verbal changes 

made for greater clarity. There is a 

wealth of illustrations, 15,000 in all, of 

which 2,200 are colored. 

A partial list of editors and contribu- 
tors shows the association with the work 
of a number of distinguished authori- 
ties; as, for example, Ralph Adams 
Cram on the “Architecture of the 
United States”; Walter J. Damrosch 
on the “Introduction to the story of 
music”; Mendel E. Branom on the 
“North Central States”; J. Arthur 
Thomson on the “Book of plant life.” 
Zaidee Brown prepared an extensive 
General Index for the 1926 edition. 
There is also a poetry index and an 
index to illustrations of the fine arts 
including a list of illustrations of archi- 
tecture classified by periods and styles 
by Ralph Adams Cram. 
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For the use of schools, a Class Room 
Guide, edited by Ellis C. Persing, West- 
ern Reserve University, is provided at 
an additional cost of $3.50. Also there 
is a Work Book for children of pre- 
school age, of use only in the home. 
Schools are also supplied free with a 
complete set of 270 analytic and cross 
reference cards ready to insert in a card 
catalog and a pamphlet of simplified 
cataloging rules to assist untrained 
teacher-librarians in making similar 
cards for other books. 

Its departmental arrangement re- 
moves it from comparison with alpha- 
betically arranged encyclopedias. Eight- 
een departments are listed on the title 
page in simple nomenclature and this 
classification of subjects is continued 
through the set. This arrangement 
makes the use of the index absolutely 
necessary. It also frequently makes the 
finding of information somewhat tedious 
and, to children, discouraging. Al- 
though the purpose of the set is recrea- 
tional as well as educational it can be 
used as a source of needed information, 
as the informative material is generally 
accurate and written in language both 
simple and dignified. The literature 
sections are open to criticism because 
they contain some retellings and adap- 
tations that lack the charm or beauty 
of the original forms. Each volume 
contains also the outline of one or more 
famous books, necessarily cut down to 
the mere plot. The poetry sections are 
composed of the older poems, largely 
narrative. One department in each 
volume is devoted to “Things to Make 
and Things to Do” for which the direc- 
tions are clearly given. 


Pw 


Recommended for homes and as an 
additional source of information for 
libraries already having a good juvenile 
encyclopedia and needing this sort of 
material to stimulate a reading interest 
in factual subjects. 

Children’s encyclopaedia, see Book of 
knowledge, reviewed in this issue. 
Encyclopedia Americana; a library 

of universal knowledge; ed. by A. H. 

McDannald. 30v. New York, 

Americana corp., c1931-32. Cloth 

$120; buckram $150. 

This review is written on examination 
of the first ten volumes only. Miss 
Mudge is thoroughly checking this work 
and will include it in her forthcoming 
annual supplement to the Guide to 
reference books, fifth edition. 

Are there sufficient changes in the 
1931 printing of the Encyclopedia 
Americana to justify its being called a 
new edition? The varying number of 
plate changes made each year in order to 
keep this standard encyclopedia up to 
date has not necessitated frequent pur- 
chase of new printings. During the last 
year many changes, amounting, it is 
claimed, to over 12,000, were made in 
the plates. We note that they average 
less than one to a page. ‘The revisions 
include excellent new and up-to-date 
bibliographies, 1930 census figures, re- 
vised biographies, new subjects, and the 
rewriting of many articles to include 
recent developments in business, industry 
and science. 

Where possible, the author of the 
original signed article has revised his 
own material. If the revision is by an- 
other, credit is given to the reviser, or the 
signature is dropped. 
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The following analysis of the first 
two hundred pages of volume ten shows 
in detail characteristic changes. In two 
hundred pages were found twelve new 
articles on: Einstein, A.; El Centro; El 
Cerrito, Calif.; Ellensburg, Wash.; 
Elmhurst, Ill.; Ely, Nev.; Employee 
representation; Euclid, O.; Euonymus; 
Eustis, Fla.; Fairfield, Me.; and Fal- 
coner, N. Y. Four articles were omitted, 
including: Eiselen, W. B.; El Caney 
(cross reference) ; two page map, Ex- 
ploration in America. 

Three articles in these two hundred 
pages were rewritten: Ekaterinburg, 
Electrical manufacturing industry, and 
Employers’ associations. Population 
figures were revised in eleven places and 
in twelve others. 


remain the same 
Changes in descriptive matter were 
noted in six articles. Bibliographies 


were considerably revised, even when 
the text remained unchanged. In general 
new books listed are of a more popular 
nature than in the old bibliographies. 
There are also many new bibliographies 
inserted in many cases by cutting the lat- 
ter part of the old text. The older edi- 
tions of the Encyclopedia Americana 
have been considered excellent in their 
treatment of scientific subjects, but only 
two cases were noticed in these two 
hundred pages in which the text was 
rewritten; that is, in Electrical manu- 
facturing industry and Engine industry. 
We found no text changes in such topics 
as Electric batteries, Electric furnaces, 
Electric lighting, Electric storage bat- 
tery, Electric transmission, Electro- 
chemical industries, Electro-therapeutics, 
and Embryology. Small changes were 
made in Electric welding (3 lines), 


Electron theory (one-half column), and 
Electro-dynamics (3 lines). The above, 
while perhaps not doing full justice to 
the innumerable small changes made, has 
been thus given in detail in the effort 
to answer the question, “How much re- 
vision has been done?” 

Legitimate effort has been made to 
keep the same paging and thus to utilize 
old plates. This has been done some- 
times at the expense of information con- 
tained in the earlier edition. 

The buckram binding for library pur- 
poses is made more durable by Singer 
side stitching. The press work is clear 
and sharp and the plates and maps are 
good, but unfortunately the thinness of 
the paper permits the type often to show 
through. We fear the paper in this new 
edition may not stand up well under 
hard usage. 

The Encyclopedia Americana has long 
been included among first purchases 
for library reference work. The only 
question is, how often libraries owning 
older printings need to replace them. 
One librarian owning a 1924 edition 
does not believe that the changes are 
important enough to justify purchase 
of this edition. Another librarian own- 
ing a 1926 edition thinks that the in- 
clusion of so much statistical material 
makes the new edition so convenient as 
to justify its purchase. 

Recommended. 

Europa; with which is incorporated 

the Europa year book; volume I, 


Encyclopaedia of Europe; volume 
II, the European who's who; 
ed. by Michael Farbman. 6 Duke 


St., Adelphi, W. C. 2, London, 
Europa Publications, Ltd., 1930—. 
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£5 12s 6d, including supplements. 

The first four volumes of the Europa 
year book appeared annually from 1926 
to 1929. Each comprised a survey of 
European politics, art and literature; a 
European who’s who and directory; and 
a statistical review of Europe. They 
are more than statistical handbooks, 
presenting surveys of each country by 
the leading men of those countries and 
reflecting a desire for a common basis 
for the reconstruction of Europe. Some 
of the contributors are H. G. Wells, 
Fridtjof Nansen, J. B. S. Haldane, Nor- 
man Hapgood, Francesco Nitti, Stephen 
Gwynn, and S. de Madariaga. 

The who’s who section is one of the 
most useful features of these volumes. 
It is arranged by country, subdivided 
by subject, thus giving for each country 
the personnel of the government; of 
political parties; of the press; of finance, 
trade, and industry; of labor; and of the 
world of learning, arts, literature and 
the church. Each year the material is 
augmented, and revisions and corrections 
are adequate and numerous. Colonial 
information has been introduced, as well 
as a list of foreign organizations and 
representatives in Europe. 

In 1930 the publication was changed 
to loose-leaf form in two volumes, and 
its binder is the most satisfactory we 
have seen. New pages to supplant old 
ones are received several times a year. 
A line in the margin indicates new ma- 
terial added to the page.’ 

Volume one contains an excellent sur- 
vey of the League of Nations; of inter- 
national associations; of the Holy See; 
of the Peace Treaty commission; of dis- 
armament, reparations, and world 


ae. 


economic problems. It contains also a 
survey and directory of European coun- 
tries, including the political, financial, 
industrial, scientific and cultural or- 
ganizations in every country. There is 
a directory of non-European institutions 
and representatives, including European 
colonies. 

Volume two of the loose-leaf edition 
contains the European who’s who with 
biographies arranged alphabetically. 

This is an excellent series of hand- 
books, accurate, well-arranged, and 
authoritative. The volumes include 
much more about European countries 
than the Statesman’s yearbook. Statis- 
tics are given, not in round numbers, 
but with great accuracy and detail. In- 
formation about international organiza- 
tions cannot be found elsewhere in such 
well-organized form. ‘Teachers of his- 
tory will find this publication useful. 

Recommended for school, college and 
public libraries. 

Funk and Wagnalls’ new standard 
encyclopedia 

See New standard encyclopedia of 
universal knowledge, in this issue. 
History reference council series II, 

Bulletins 2-168. 14 Kirkland Place, 

Cambridge, Mass. 1927-1931. 

The present yearly dues to the His- 
tory Reference Council are as follows: 
School membership (1 copy of each 
bulletin for reference and 20 classroom 
copies) $15; Sustaining membership in 
central group of schools (21 copies of 
each bulletin) $50; Library membership 
(3 copies of each bulletin) $10; Individ- 
ual membership (1 copy of each bulle- 
tin) $5. Additional services are also 
given in the form of graphic material; 
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i.e., reproductions of old maps, wood 
cuts, photographs, etc., illustrating 
source material contained in the bulle- 
tins. Special inquiries are answered “as 
far as time permits.” 

This is a series of brief bulletins de- 
signed primarily to enrich the teaching 
of history in junior and senior high 
schools. Forty bulletins are issued each 
year and distributed to subscribers at 
monthly intervals. They were prepared 
originally for the following small and 
select group of members at a cost pro- 
hibiting general use: Beaver Country 
Day School, Chestnut Hill; Cambridge 
School, Cambridge; Milton Academy, 
Milton; Winsor School, Boston; The 
Bookshop for Boys and Girls, Boston. 

Recently the price has been lowered 
and the service made available to schools 
and libraries throughout the country. 
The subjects treated have also been 
broadened to include material of use to 
art, music, science, and Latin classes, 
to teacher training courses and to general 
library reference service. 

The bulletins contain excerpts from 
source material dealing with the every- 
day life and customs of the peoples of 
tenth to seventeenth century France and 
England, and of early America. Pas- 
sages are quoted or rewritten from eye 
witnesses and other early sources. Ad- 
ditional information is given to amplify 
and explain the source material which 
is “secured through the constant re- 
search of a scholar (name not given) 
whose training and experience in this 
field and whose relations with experts 
here and abroad make it possible 
to secure bulletins of real worth.” 
The work as a whole is planned and 









directed by a committee of teachers. 

Each bulletin is of quarto size and 
from four to eight pages in length. In 
general the material contained is of 
three types; (1) excerpts from sources; 
(2) notes for pupils and teachers; (3) 
bibliographical information. The ar- 
rangement varies; the later bulletins 
are more uniform and systematic than 
the earlier numbers. This is probably 
explained by the fact that at first the 
service was more or less experimental 
and was given to a group of teachers 
who understood fully its purposes. As 
the plan has developed greater care has 
been given to methods of presenting the 
information. 

Though material included is interest- 
ing and valuable, certain factors limit its 
use. 

Selections of source material and the 
explanatory text are very short and often 
so scrappy as to give very little informa- 
tion. No sequential plan is apparent. 
We turn from twelfth and thirteenth 
century science to Bach’s music and then 
to the life of Thomas a Becket. ‘This 
lack of unity is corrected at the end of 
each year by the annual index which 
lists by subject and source the material 
in the bulletins of the preceding year. 
The index also contains suggestive plans 
for grouping the bulletins according to 
subject interest or according to country 
and century, thus greatly increasing 
their usefulness. An annual index is, 
however, too infrequent to insure the 
maximum use of such varied and scat- 
tered material as the bulletins contain. 

The index is difficult to use because 
of its brevity and lack of synonymous 
entries. For example, a search for ma- 
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terial relating to loadstones reveals no 
cross reference to magnetism under 
which the information is given. 

It is not always easy, or even pos- 
sible, to distinguish clearly between the 
material quoted and material used for 
descriptive and connective purposes 
(see numbers 115-16 “Tudor versus 
Medici”). Moreover, though it is fre- 
quently stated that material is omitted, 
the omissions are not indicated, (see 
numbers 157-58 “St. Peter and the 
Jongleur’’). 

The bibliographical information is on 
the whole fairly complete and satisfac- 
tory, especially in the later issues. Col- 
lative information is occasionally in- 
complete; however, as the bulletins 
are not designed for the scholar or 
research student these bibliographical 
defects are not particularly significant. 

A background of consecutive infor- 
mation such as is given in Quennell’s 
Everyday life in England and Davis’s 
Life on a medieval barony is essential, 
for the explanatory material given in the 
bulletins is in no case adequate. 

This series is interesting and worth- 
while. Used as illustrative material for 
courses given by skilful, experienced 
teachers the bulletins should be of real 
value. It is doubtful, however, if they 
can be widely used in all kinds of schools 
and libraries. 

Recommended to history and social 
science teachers in schools similar to 
those for which the series was originally 
prepared and to libraries serving such 
schools. 

Home university bookshelf; prepared 
under the supervision of the editorial 
board of the University Society. 16v. 


in two sizes. 468 4th Ave., New 

York, The University Society. 1927. 

$69.50. 

Combines new material with features 
of the Boys and girls bookshelf, c1912, 
1915, 1920; Young folks treasury, c1909, 
1917, 1919; Father and son library, 
c1911; Modern boy activity, c1911, 
1923 ; Mother’s book, c1919; Child wel- 
fare manual, cl1916; Home kindergarten 
manual, cl1921; Bible stories and char- 
acter building, c1916. 

Lists of musical, literature and techni- 
cal editors, and of special contributors 
are given. 

There are twelve large sized volumes 
strongly bound in green cloth. These 
are classified and graded for different 
ages. They are illustrated in colors and 
in black and white with many pictures 
drawn for the set and many copies of 
well known paintings. The text is 
printed in double columns and is gener- 
ally clear and satisfactory. 

Contents: v.1, Fun and thought for 
little folks; v.2, Golden stories; v.3, 
Folk lore, fables and fairy tales; v.4, 
Picture stories and music; v.5, Famous 
stories and verse; v.6, Things to make 
and things to do; v.7, Nature, recrea- 
tion and physical development; v.8, 
Stories from every land; v.9, Boys and 
girls who became famous. 

In these volumes the material in- 
cludes many retellings and abridgments 
from books that children can and should 
read in their entirety. The volume of 
folklore is not well balanced, contain- 
ing few stories from some countries 
and a great many from others with- 
out apparent reason. For example, 
there are only two stories from Ire- 
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land, but sixteen from Scandinavia. 

The two remaining volumes of the 
large size are unnumbered. For the 
Bible story choice may be made of the 
American standard edition of the revised 
Bible or the Bible story for Jewish 
young folks, both graded for different 
ages. ‘There is also a Manual of child 
development, including physical, mental, 
social, moral, and spiritual development 
and character traits. ‘There is an index 
to the set in this volume. 

The small sized volumes are on na- 
ture and outdoor life and are planned 
for older boys and girls. They are: v.1, 
Woodcraft and camping; v.2, Wild life; 
v.3, Flowers and trees, natural sciences; 
v.4, Gardening, domestic animals; v.5, 
Sports and games, pets and hobbies. 

The print in the second volume is 
small, but in the others it is good. All 
are illustrated. 


This set meets with the same objec- 
tions commonly made to all such compi- 


lations. It duplicates stories and poems 
generally found in libraries and equally 
desirable for homes. It adapts others 
where no adaptation is needed. ‘There 
is also the drawback of uniformity of 
format. 

Not recommended. 

International library of music for 
home and studio. 16v. 568 4th 
Ave., New York, The University 
Society, c1925. $89.50; Special club 
price of $71.50. 

“Part of the material in each volume 
has been previously copyrighted by D. 
Appleton & co., the Century co., and 
the University Society, in the Music of 
the modern world, the Century Maga- 
zine, the Century library of music, 


Modern music and musicians, and the 
W orld’s best music.” 

This sixteen-volume work is arranged 
in three separate divisions. Four vol- 
umes deal with “Music Literature’’; 
the first two being devoted to critical 
and biographical sketches of the master 
composers arranged chronologically. 
Some of the articles are written by 
eminent musicians; others are unsigned 
and no list of general editors for these 
particular volumes is given. ‘The size 
of the type varies. Some articles have 
two columns to the page and are in fine 
print; others in larger type extend across 
the page. Volume three consists of 
articles on the theory of music and piano 
technique. Volume four contains sy- 
nopses of operas both classic and modern, 
and includes short biographies of famous 
singers and of opera composers. 

While these four volumes might be 
interesting and helpful in the home, they 
contain much that is already included 
in the standard reference books of music 
usually found in most libraries. 

The four volumes in the next division 
have the subtitle “Study material in 
four books (grades one to four); a 
manual of practical instruction in piano- 
forte playing . . . compiled and edited 
by Charles Dennee. . . . New England 
Conservatory of Music, Boston,” and 
are useful essentially where a piano is 
available, as the major part of each 
volume consists in selections to be 
played. The music seems to have been 
chosen with care and discrimination and 
arranged to develop the technique of 
the beginner, at the same time fur- 
nishing him with selections which are 
delightful from the musical standpoint. 
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Mr. Dennee is editor-in-chief of the 
eight volumes in the last division also. 
These consist of “Pianoforte Composi- 
tions” graded somewhat roughly, the 
easiest in each volume being placed first 
and the first volume being distinctly 
simpler than the eighth. Each volume 
has a table of contents at the beginning. 
In volume four there is an author and 
title index of all the compositions in the 
first four volumes; in volume eight a 
similar index beginning with volume five, 
and a general index for the whole eight 
volumes. The volumes are not too thick 
to lie open easily upon the music rack. 
Many of the works selected are re- 
produced from the Century library of 
music edited by Paderewski. The selec- 
tions are well chosen and the music is of 
high grade, representing 656 composi- 
tions by more than 200 composers of 
nine different schools of composition. 

Recommended for the home if ex- 
pense is no objection. Satisfactory, 
closely-equivalent material, not in the 
form of a set, can probably be selected 
for considerably less cost. The value 
of this work for the public library de- 
pends largely upon how much demand 
there is for the circulation of music and 
how many other reference books there 
are at hand. 

Literary digest premium offer 
For information about this offer see 

New standard encyclopedia of universal 

knowledge, in this issue. 

Machinery’s encyclopedia; a work of 
reference covering practical mathemat- 
ics and mechanics, machine design, 
machine construction and operation, 
electrical, gas, hydraulic and steam 
power machinery, metallurgy and 


kindred subjects in the engineering 

field; compiled and edited by Erik 

Oberg and Franklin D. Jones and 

others. 7v. New York, Industrial 

Press, 1917. $39; 10% discount to 

libraries. 

This set of books is a comprehensive 
reference work with special emphasis on 
mechanical engineering and machine 
shop practice, and with slighter treat- 
ment of metallurgy and applied elec- 
tricity. The articles, initialed and un- 
signed, by over seventy specialists, are 
usually long, concise in style, practical 
in treatment, freely and clearly illus- 
trated with line drawings, and furnished 
with many useful tables. They are ar- 
ranged alphabetically by topic. 

Volume seven consists of a General 
Index and a Guide to Systematic Read- 
ing. A 1925 reprint of this volume 
includes a 124-page supplement of ad- 
ditional articles, but is otherwise un- 
changed. 

No other work covers the same 
ground in such detail. Hence, in spite 
of its date and the fact that revision is 
desirable, it remains very useful and is 
indispensable for libraries having a 
serious call for this type of material. 

Recommended for large and medium- 
sized libraries in manufacturing centers. 
Mythology of all races; ed. by Louis 

Herbert Gray. 13v. 212 Summer 

St., Boston, Marshall Jones co., 

1916—. Volume thirteen is in prepa- 

ration. 

An arrangement has been made with 
the Archeological Institute of America 
to underwrite this set so that more li- 
braries will be able to purchase it. 

At a meeting of a committee of libra- 
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rians, consisting of Charles F. D. Bel- 
den, chairman, Harry M. Lydenberg, 
Arthur E. Bostwick, George B. Utley, 
Andrew Keogh, and William W. 
Bishop, the following schedule of prices 
was recommended and this schedule 
later accepted by mutual arrangement 
of the Institute and the publishers: 
LIBRARY PRICE 
ANNUAL EXPENDITURE PER SET 
$ 2500 or less $ 26 
2501 — $ 10000 40 
10001 — 25000 50 
25001 — 50000 75 
50001 — 100000 1st set 100 
50001 — 100000 2nd set 75 
50001 — 100000 additional sets 60 
“The number of sets distributed at 
the above prices will be limited and de- 
pend upon the size of the fund raised, 
but every effort will be made to honor 
all subscriptions. If your financial con- 
dition makes deferred payments neces- 
sary, your subscription should be entered 


subject to such terms as you can meet.” 
This set was reviewed in the January, 

1930, Bulletin. 

New standard encyclopedia of uni- 


versal knowledge. 25v. 354 4th 

Ave., N. Y., Funk & Wagnalls co. 

This encyclopedia is being offered as 
a premium with the Literary Digest. It 
is not offered for sale and it is not yet 
ready for review. We enter it here, 
however, to answer the many inquiries 
that come to us. We are informed that 
it is not, as rumored, a photographic 
reproduction of the New international 
encyclopedia; it has no connection with 
the New standard encyclopedia pub- 
lished by the Standard Encyclopedia 
corporation of Chicago (Subscription 
Books Bulletin, January, 1931) nor 
with Universal knowledge published by 


the Universal Knowledge Foundation, 

New York (Subscription Books Bulle- 

tin, April, 1931). 

Outline of knowledge; ed. by J. A. 
Richards. 20v. 578 Madison Ave., 
New York, J. A. Richards, ine. 
$9.98. 

The publishers tell us that they do not 
intend to issue another edition of this 
work. When the present edition is sold, 
they will publish a new work upon 
which they have been working for ap- 
proximately two years. When the new 
books are published they will be submit- 
ted to us for review. Until then, our 
readers are advised to defer purchase. 
Source records of the great war. 

In the review of this set published in < 
the July, 1930, issue of the Subscription - 
Books Bulletin, the first line of the | 
fourth paragraph of the review should 7 
read “Volume seven contains,” instead 4 
of “Volume nine contains.” 

Travel and adventure library for 
young folks. 15v. Garden City, 
N. Y., Doubleday, Doran & co. 1930. 
$29.50. Library discount 10%. 

“A selection of the best titles from 
our juvenile department which we felt 
expressed the idea of this set better 
than any others. We were also careful 
in selecting titles for this set to choose 
those which have been highly recom- 
mended by critics.” 

Well bound in uniform yellow 
covers with a back and front “paste-on” 
printed with small pictures—the same 
for all volumes. The paper and type are 
good. The illustrations are those used 
in the trade editions of the books. The 
titles are as follows: Garram the hunter, 
Once in France, Myself when young, 
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Navarre of the North, Nadita, Won- 
derful adventures of Nils, Emil and 
the detectives, Old tales from Spain, 
Living forests, Haunted airways, Pran 
of Albania, Kahda, Herodotus, Ad- 
ventures of Pinocchio; Chinese ink 
stick. 

The Travel and adventure library 
differs from the usual set of the kind 
because the books are all, with two ex- 
ceptions—W onderful adventures of 
Nils and Pinocchio—very new publica- 
tions copyrighted within a year or two. 


- Pinocchio has the new pictures by Mary 


Liddell. The large paper edition of 

Wonderful adventures of Nils has been 

cut down so the colored plates by Mary 

Hamilton Frye have inadequate mar- 

gins. While most of these books have 

already proved popular with children 
and are endorsed by librarians, at least 
three are not unanimously approved. 

Individually, the retail price of these 
books in trade edition is $31.50. The 
saving of expense to libraries, therefore, 
is so slight that it is not enough to over- 
come the objection of the uniform ap- 
pearance of the volumes; and, in fact, 
many librarians can buy the trade edi- 
tions at a discount that will enable them 
to purchase all these titles for less than 
the price of the set. Children’s libra- 
rians are generally in favor of preserv- 
ing the individuality of books, and 
therefore this set is not recommended 
for library purchase. 

Winston’s cumulative loose-leaf 
business encyclopedia; ed. by 
Harry T. Collings. 8v. 1006 Arch 
St., Philadephia, John C. Winston 
co. 1927. $10. 

The publishers inform us that they 


are revising this publication and adding 


much new material. Our readers are 

advised to defer purchase until the re- 

vised edition is reviewed in the Subscrip- 
tion Books Bulletin. 

Winston’s loose-leaf encyclopedia 
and dictionary; ed. by William 
Dodge Lewis, Thomas Kite Brown, 
jr., and Henry Seidel Canby. lv. 
1006 Arch St., Philadelphia, John C. 
Winston co. 1927. $5; $7.50. 

The publishers inform us that they 
are making extensive and important re- 
visions. Our readers are advised to de- 
fer purchase until the revised edition is 
reviewed in the Subscription Books Bul- 
letin. 


Young folks’ Bible library; ed. by 


William E. Barton. 9v. 205 West 
Monroe St., Chicago, Howard- 
Severance co., cl1911, 1926. illus. 
$39.50. 


This is a graded set similar in plan to 
the Book of life and the Master library, 
both of which were reviewed in the 
July, 1930, Bulletin. The editors claim 
for it greater completeness than in works 
of like scope because each of the books 
of the Bible is included. Each volume 
is supposed to serve for a year and is so 
arranged that a certain amount of work 
is to be covered weekly. The various 
volumes are by different editors and 
there is some repetition in the successive 
grades. 

Volume one is for the primary grade 
and each lesson consists of a story, a twi- 
light story and a bedtime talk, with 
questions based upon them. There is 
also a “historical alphabet” at the be- 
ginning of the volume, with a picture 
and a Bible text for every letter. One 
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feels that the text is not always pertinent 
and that the child would have some 
difficulty in seeing its connection with 
the picture. As an example, for “L” 
there is a picture of a lamb burning on 
an altar; it is labeled “Lamb and altar 
which once a-toned for sin,” and the 
accompanying text is: “And Abel 
brought the firstlings of his flock.” 

Words are hyphenated through about 
half of the first volume, and primary 
teachers to whom the work was sub- 
mitted objected strenuously to this fea- 
ture. They said it would only confuse 
the children who are now taught to 
read in a very different way. 

Volumes two to seven consist princi- 
pally of retold stories. The selection is 
usually good, but the interest varies with 
the style of the narrator. 

Volume eight is devoted to selections, 
especially from the Wisdom literature, 
Psalms, Sayings of Jesus, and the like. 
A difficulty here is that in many cases the 
introduction to a passage and the selec- 
tion itself are printed in the same type 
with only a slight spacing between them 
and no indication of quotation. The re- 
sult is that it is hard to tell where the 
text begins and the introduction ends. 

Volume nine is called “The Key to 
the Treasury” and is an outline for a 
general study of the Bible, with explana- 
tions of the passages referred to and 
questions based upon them. There are a 
number of charts which are supposed to 
be helpful for study, but these seemed 
to obscure more than to aid in the un- 
derstanding of the period. This volume 
has a full index to the whole work. 

The conservative, rather than modern, 
viewpoint is apparent in its preparation. 
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Few maps were found. There are 
numerous illustrations in all but the 
last volume, many of them full-page in 
color, and others in black and white in 
the text. The pictures apparently have 
been drawn or painted especially for this 
work but in many cases are not very 
helpful. In this respect they are in 
rather striking contrast to those of the 
Book of life and the Master library, 
which consist very largely of illustra- 
tions of geographical features and cus- 
toms of the people, or are reproductions 
of famous works of art. 

In other ways, the work is inferior to 
the two similar ones, notably in the un- 
interesting outlines for study, in the 
inclusion of many retold stories, and 
even in the lack of geographical and 
archeological material, maps, pronuncia- 
tion of proper names, and other supple- 
mentary material. Not recommended. 


(Continued from page 2) 


“The order of the Federal Trade 
Commission is AFFIRMED 

A copy of the court proceedings may 
be had by applying to the office of the 
Federal Trade Commission, Washing- 
ton, D. C. 





UTHORITY is given to reprint any re- 
view in full, but not to quote any 
review in part except with the permis- 
sion of the American Library Association. 
No pronouncements made in this Bulletin 
can be considered official pronouncements 
of the American Library Association. 
Official pronouncements are made so 
only by formal wote of the Executive 
Board, Council, or membership of the 
association. Obviously no such action 
has been secured or sought in matters 
pertaining to the evaluation of subscrip- 
tion books. No opinion expressed herein 
can therefore be cited as “an official 
endorsement” of the American Library 
Association, 
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